
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 10 

1 Kings 10:1-3 - Queen of Sheba visits Solomon 
 

Sheba - Most locate Sheba in southern Arabia, present day Yemen, over 1,000 miles below Jerusalem 
 
1 Kings 10:4-9 - Queen of Sheba’s response 
 

v. 5 - NAB: “breathless” 
 
1 Kings 10:10-13 - Queen of Sheba’s gifts 
 
1 Kings 10:14-22 - Wealth of Israel during Solomon’s Reign 
 

v. 14 - 20-25 tons of gold per year - approx. $905.12 
Billion - PER YEAR based on today’s rates 

 
v. 18-19 - Solomon’s Throne 

 
1 Kings 10:23-29 - The Greatness of Solomon 
 

v. 23-24 - Foreshadow to Messianic age 
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Micah 4:1-5 - And it will come about in the last days That the mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as 
the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, And the peoples will stream to it.  2 Many nations will 
come and say, "Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD And to the house of the God of Jacob, That He may 
teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For from Zion will go forth the law, Even the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem.  3 And He will judge between many peoples And render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then 
they will hammer their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation will not lift up sword 
against nation, And never again will they train for war.  4 Each of them will sit under his vine And under his fig tree, 
With no one to make them afraid, For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.  5 Though all the peoples walk Each in 
the name of his god, As for us, we will walk In the name of the LORD our God forever and ever.  

 
This record is significant not only for the picture it gives us of Solomon’s kingdom and its relationship to the Messianic rule of 
Jesus, but also for how it speaks to God’s love and openness to the entire world.  Dale Ralph Davis remarks: 
 

“...this is not merely a matter of grasping a biblical concept; it is our very hope.  Most of us reading these passages 
are probably not ethnic Israelites; hence how ought we to lay hold of this picture of gentiles being drawn to the 
covenant kingdom? By rights we have no claim to it, no place to stand in it...that is the sense we must have as gentiles 
reading out Hebrew Bible (and this record of the Queen of Sheba):  Look at that! Gentles coming to Jerusalem.  It must be 
possible.  Isn’t grace grand?” (“Focus On The Bible: 1 Kings”, page 107) 

 
Significance Of This Event In Other Places: 
 
Psalm 72 is titled as “a Psalm of Solomon” which implies either Solomon as it’s author or perhaps it is a prayer of David for 
Solomon.  It is likely in either case that it would be dated at the beginning of Solomon’s reign (or end of David’s).  It is a psalm 
of praise and a prayer requesting the LORD’s favor and wisdom upon Solomon.  The center of the psalm contains the following 
plea: 
 

Psalm 72:8-11, 15 - May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth!  9 May his foes 
bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust!  10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may 
the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!  11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!  

 
15 Long may he live, may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings invoked 
for him all the day!  

 
Jesus’ mention in Gospels 
 

Matthew 12:42 (NASB) - "The Queen of the South will rise up with this generation at the judgment and will condemn it, 
because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon 
is here.  
 
Luke 11:31 (NLT) - "The queen of Sheba will stand up against this generation on judgment day and condemn it, for she 
came from a distant land to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Now someone greater than Solomon is here-- but you refuse to 
listen. 
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Jesus uses this example to illustrate that the great Queen of Sheba come to Solomon and heard what he said and recognized God 
behind his words.  And now coming to Israel, was someone greater than Solomon - and yet God’s people were not hearing God’s 
voice through his Son.  Not good.  Gentile Queen of Sheba is going to have a more favorable spot on judgment day than the 
“chosen people” as a result. 
 
The Queen of Sheba praised and glorified the LORD because of her interaction with Solomon.  This is a cool example for us.  May 
God’s blessing on our lives glorify him!  When God does good to His people - it is designed for us to rejoice in his love and 
kindness but also reflect his blessing to the world so that they may see how good He is!  When the world comes to our homes, 
interacts with our families, sees our lives, what do they say? 
 
However wonderful this story is, there are hints of darker clouds on the horizon... 
 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 - God’s Charge For Israel’s King 
 
What looks like on the outside is not the same as what it looks like on the inside.  We observe the greatness of Solomon - first 
his humility and wisdom, then his desire to seek the LORD and worship him, and now we hear of his greatness.  And while God is in 
the mix and using the greatness of his anointed king to bring himself glory - Solomon is atop a hill with a very slippery slope.  
And when we sit a top that sort of hill, it’s very easy to fall. 
 
You may have your spouse fooled.  You may have your children fooled.  You may have your church fooled.  You may have the people 
around you fooled.  You may material abundance and the appearance of God’s blessing upon your life.  You may attend the 
worship gatherings of the week.  You may have people recognize your talents and insight.  But the promise of God remains sure: 
 

Galatians 6:7 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  
 
And the final words of Samuel to Saul resonate at this moment: 
 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 (ESV) - And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.  23 For 
rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of 
the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king."  

 
God wants our hearts not just our outward actions.  God wants genuine faith not just empty gestures.  This is the covenant He 
desires to make and keep with his people.  The LORD is not like the idols of the nations - he is the only true God.  And as such, he 
is alive - not a dead pillar or frozen sculpture.  Relationship with Him is not only possible, but his ultimate aim. 
 
Solomon will begin to forget this, allowing other things to sway his heart and mind.  He will begin a lifelong journey to 
discover the meaning of life.  It will only be if and when he returns to the LORD with whole heart that he will find that he 
already knew what life was all about - living for the glory of God 
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